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Mass Media
Major Developments in the Evolution of Mass Media over the Last Century
In the last century, the mass media underwent several developments. At the beginning of the century, news was communicated mainly through newspapers and carious periodicals (Noll, 2007). These were relied on for world events and faced no competitors. In the 1940s, radios were introduced and became the dominant form of media. Radios were relied on heavily during the World War II for information. By 1950s, televisions were introduced (Noll, 2007). TVs became the most preferred mode of mass media s it could enable the people to get both pictures and sound, thereby combining the features of both radio and print media. 
By 1962, the first satellite was introduced into the orbit for communication (Noll, 2007). This was another major evolution in mass media. Consequently, it became possible for TVs to communicate major world events in real time. Besides, the satellites enabled the TV stations to offer 24-hour news anchoring, in which viewers could be informed of events happening around the world in real time. As a result, newspapers drastically disappeared from being the dominating media channels as people had more options to choose from. Cable TV became the order of the day and majority of the homes owned basic cable for news.
By the end of the century, the internet was introduced. The internet was introduced towards the end of the last century, and has helped in linking information and people together through the computer terminals and the modems connected to telephone lines (Noll, 2007). Within few years from its introduction, the internet enabled individuals from all over the world to share their opinions, access information, and even buy products, which was the disruptive innovation in the way mass media was used. In this regard, the last century saw the major developments, moving from only relying on printed publications to gaining access to information to finally typing anything imaginable into computer and learning about it.
Effect on the American Culture
The development in the ease of access of media affected the lives of those accessing it. When radios and TVs were popular, most Americans consumed the news from these sources without questioning the validity and sources of the information (Martin, 2002). However, as the developments led to the access of different information concerning the same event, they became aware that there could be different viewpoints, opinions and culture. This has affected the American culture as media has affected the opinions of those who are exposed to it. The American culture began to change towards questioning of the validity of a specific media before taking the information as true. As a result, the development has made people to be more aware of what is happening socially, economically. The development of media has led to the American culture of scrutinizing any source of information and using the information to make educated opinion about the subject matter.
Media Convergence and Media Literacy and their Effects on the Society
Media convergence refers to the act of combining different mass media outlets such as print, TV, radio and internet among others together to ensure there is a dynamic experience in the delivery of news. In this regard, the ability to combine the different news outlets together into one platform is referred to as media convergent (Share, 2009).
Media literacy refers to the knowledge that it is possible to manipulate news by a single source, thereby engaging in comparison and verification to filter valid news (Share, 2009). In this regard, the ability to create own opinion based on the different media outlets on a single issue is referred to media literacy. Mass media is a critical aspect of a person’s everyday life. In this case, the ability to converge the different media outlets and coming up with informed opinions affects our daily lives as we are able to make critical decisions that enhance the lives and culture.
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